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Mission Statement

We, the people of St. Mary's, strive to be a community united with God, dedicated to continuing growth in faith, glvm?
witness to Christ through love, worship, education and service ... so that we may fulfill this mission and integrate spirituality
with life, we shall reach out to all peoples within and beyond our faith community.

St. Mary’s Pastoral Center
20 Summer Street, Shrewshury, Massachusetts 01545
Visit our Website at: http://www.stmarysparish.org
Priests’ Residence 845-0161 * Pastoral Office 845-6341 * Fax 842-9132
School Office 842-1601 * Religious Education Office 345-1154 * Youth Ministry Office 842-0899

PASTORAL STAFF PASTORAL COUNCIL
Pastor: i : Elected members:
Father Michael Rose Chairperson: ) .
Susan Zybert, 25 Farmington Dr., 842-7554 Joan Barry, 55 Harrington Way, 842-0475
Associate pastor: Respect Life: Robert Doiron, 20 Deer Path, Hudson, 978-568-3696
Father Adam R. Reid Dr. John Harding, 15 Spring St. 845-9237 Mary Pat Calderwood, 508-845-1667
Finance: Louise Garone, 696 Main St. 508-845-7463
,Ef::,? ';\'/,ys Ka Richard Sherman, 27 Monroe St., 845-9848 Dawn Guarino, 508-842-0962
Parents’ Association Steve Keating, 67 Westwood Rd, 842-2279
Education Staff Michael Lovelace, 6 Bonnie Dell Lane, 845-1935 Susan Leahy, 41 Cypress Ave., 842-8811
School Principal: Liturgy: Carol McWilliams, 28 Cotton Lane, 842-3142

Joan T. Barry George Nahm, 4213 Arbor Dr., 598-842-0759

Joseph Nerkowski, 3 Dickenson Circle, 757-9985
James Wade, 34 Venus Dr., 845-6893
Susan Zybert, 25 Farmington Dr., 842-7554

Richard Vacca, 7 Jamesbury Dr., 753-0230
St. Mary’s JET SET
Evelyn Baroni, 13 Harrington Farms Way, 845-3511

Religious Education Director:
Susan Landry, Laura Osborne and Gina Kuruvilla
Director of Liturgical Music:

: Social Services:
Richard Vacca
Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Mary Daly, 14 Knowlton Ave., 845-6819

Gina Kuruvilla Stewardship:

Parish Health Ministry: Chrisopher Zerwas, 39 Francis Avenue, 845-3883
Viola Jefferson

Parish Secretary:

Kerry Martineau

St. Mary’s Newsletter
Editor: ..........c0iiiiininnnn Mary Donovan
Graphic Artist:. . ............... Stacey Arsenault

“All are welcome’’

ST. MARY PARISH ®* SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

NOVEMBER 2008

Virginia Baroud is on the job as St. Mary’s first telephone "‘friendly visitor.”.

Phone Visiting Brings the Best to Both Worlds

By MARY DONOVAN

By MARY DONOVAN,

Virginia Baroud likes to keep busy. Her
favorite busyness is doing something for
other people. Because of limited eyesight in
recent years however, she can’t get around
like she used to. So this homebound outgo-
ing woman is working her magic by phone.

Virginia is a key player in St. Mary’s
new ' Telephone Connection.” Here’s how
it works. Parish nurse Vi Jefferson has the
names of parishioners who are homebound
for one reason or another. She gives the
names to Virginia and — voila! It’s the
Friendly Visitor without the tap on the door.

Does Virginia like the job? She loves it,
she said. Although, when she started out
she was a bit concerned..

I wasn’t sure what I was going to say
to them,” she said. “'I had a little bit of
uneasiness about it at first, but not any
more.

The people she phone visits are happy to
talk to her even though they’re strangers,

she said. They invariably say they hope
she’ll call again.

This ministry picks up right where
Virginia left off when she stopped driving.
Here are some of the ways she was
involved: She was a Eucharistic minister at
St. Mary’s bringing Communion to shut-
ins. She also served as a Eucharistic minis-
ter at Memorial Hospital. She volunteered
at the ambulatory chemotherapy unit to
keep patients company while they sat
through their long treatments. Now, she can
fill her need to *"give back” from the com-
fort of her armchair.

Virginia’s husband died 11 years ago.
She is a parent and a grandparent. She
taught first and second grade for 40 years
first as a Sister of Mercy and then in the
Westboro school system. She has a lot of
life experience to draw on and share. So, if
a soft, warm voice greets you when you
answer the phone and Virginia asks if you
would like to chat, be sure and say yes.

see TELEPHONE CONNECTION Page 3

PASTOR’S LETTER

Take the Time
to Say Thanks
to God

The day after a recent visit to our
parish pre-school, a mother told me the
story of how her young son had come
home and reported that “Fireman Mike
was at my school today!” She asked
him, “Did he drive his fire truck? Did
he talk about what you should do if
your house is on fire?
Did he talk about fire
safety?”

“No, Mom, it was
Fireman  Mike...you
know....the guy that
works for God!” What a
great job description for |f
a parish priest — working “=
for God. During this Fr- Michael
season of Thanksgiving Rose
when we are a bit more aware of the
many blessings we have received, we
all need to take more than one holiday
or one special turkey dinner with loved
ones to express our gratitude to God
and each other.

Serving as pastor of St. Mary’s
Parish continues to be a great joy for
me, and [ am so very grateful to all of
you for the opportunity to be a part of
this community of faith. Every day I
encounter people with great stories and
experiences of faith that help to deepen
my own faith in God and Jesus Christ.
So many parishioners — the young and
not so young — are eager to find ways to
grow in and live out their faith. Every
day in our community and beyond peo-
ple are sharing their gifts of time, talent
and treasure to help and serve others.
Together we are seeking to be disciples

Pastor’s Letter continued on Page 2




